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alarm. Every conceivable port which an agent of the
Crown Princess might use to reach England and most of the
big railway junctions had their watchers. A few telegrams,
and the diaries of the Crown Prince would never reach
England!

Hovell reached the railway station. Instead of buying a
ticket to a port, he booked to Berlin. Nobody was watching
the Berlin route.

It was an hour or two after midnight on the following day
when Sir Edward Malet, the British Ambassador, was
awakened at the Embassy in Berlin. He was told that a
mysterious Englishman wished to see him on a matter of
urgency, and refused to leave. Lunatics sometimes trouble
Embassies in this way, and Sir Edward was tempted to
turn over and order the fellow to be flung out. When the
man sent up a further message that he came from the Crown
Princess, Sir Edward rose and came down in his dressing-
gown.

Later in the morning an Embassy courier left Berlin for
England with the Crown Prince's diaries in his bags. These
were duly handed to Queen Victoria.

Three days afterwards, Bismarck learned that Dr. Hovell
had reappeared at Villa Zirio, that he had not been to
England, and that the diaries could not be located. The
Chancellor soon ascertained that he had been tricked. He
held the Crown Princess solely responsible. He regarded her
action as an insult, not to himself, but to the German
people.

This dramatic gesture on the part of the Crown Princess
turned out to be a miscalculation. It was energy wasted
and ill-will gained. For one of the first things to happen
upon the death of Emperor Frederick was that William II,
upon the advice of Bismarck, ordered liis mother to have the
diaries sent back from England on the grounds that they
were the property of the German State. She had no choice
but to obey her son.

With the coming of February the Crown Prince was
breathing witk difficulty. Examination showed that the